
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

April 15, 2021 
Minutes 

 
1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:31 p.m. 

 
Present:  Lenny Newman, Chris Smith, Greg Gmerek, Melissa Gadd, Lora Frankel, Heidi 
Coffman, Claire Galed, Helen Edwards, Roni Nantais, Senior Outreach Coordinator Jen 
Furlong, Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan, Oakland County 
Commissioner Charlie Cavell. 
 
Absent:  None  

 
2. Approval of agenda:  Moved by Lora and seconded by Greg.  Unanimously approved. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of the March 18, 2021 meeting.  Melissa moved to approve the 

minutes, and Greg seconded.  Approved with a friendly amendment to change the next 
meeting to April 15th. Unanimously approved, 
 

4. U of M Subcommittee.  No update. 
 

5. Senior-Student Interaction.  The National Honor Society is helping seniors with technical 
training.  There are still two sessions with the National Honor Society to help seniors 
with technical training May 16 from 12:00-2:00 p.m.  Lennie is also working with the 
Berkley choirs about doing a concert next May.  
 

6. Charlie Cavell, Oakland County Commissioner, gave a quick update on Oakland County 
business.  If any homebound senior needs a vaccine, they should call 810-331-0902. 
 

7. Older Americans Month Activities.   
 

a. On May 6th from 1:00 - 2:30, there will be a variety show by the OPC group out 
of Rochester who will be leading the variety show at the gazebo near City Hall.   
 

b. On May 8th, seniors can meet at Republica and then watch Mama Mia at the 
Berkley High School parking lot.  Dinner is at 4:45; show is at 7:00. 
 

c. On May 18th from 6:00 to 7:00, there will be a meet and greet with the city 
leaders at Huntington Woods in the gazebo area by City Hall. 



 
d. On May 26th at 12:30, there will be a senior artistic salon in the parking lot next 

to the Huntington Woods Library.  Rain plan: There will be a one-day delay. 
 

e. Additional activities have been published in several places including the 60+ 
Newsletter, and eblasts. 
 

8. Harp and Concierge Program.  Program is still on hold.  Certain outside requests have 
been fulfilled.  
 

9. Bylaws Update.  The City Commission did its first reading of the ordinance to amend our 
bylaw and will be taken up for passage at the next City Commission meeting.  The bylaw 
changes place greater emphasis on the committee’s role in helping Huntington Woods 
seniors age in place.  
 

10. Lenny proposed the following rules for HWSAC’s meetings: 
 

a. All meeting participants must speak and be spoken to in a respectful manner.  
We can respectfully disagree, but we can’t be disrespectful to others. 
 

b. Please save all questions comments and concerns for public participation.  This 
will enable the Committee to work our way through our scheduled agenda 
without getting sidetracked. 
 

c. If the Chair, on behalf of the Committee, asks or refers to a member of the public 
to address a specific issue for which they have particular knowledge or 
experience, they will be called on to address that to the Committee.  Further 
discussion by members of the community will be saved for public participation, 
as per the agenda schedule. 
 

d. We all have dreams and goals for our Huntington Woods.  City staff work with 
and for the entire Hunington Woods community, not exclusively for anyone 
component.  If our dreams, and goals conflict, we all need to commit to rational, 
non-confrontational problem solving solutions.  Personal attacks will not be 
accepted.  
 

e. Issues or concerns that members of the Huntington Woods community would 
like the Huntington Woods Senior Advisory Committee to review may be 
submitted to the committee, via the City Manager.  The rationale and reasons 
supporting such an issue or concern should be included with the request for 
review.  This should be received at lest 10 days before the monthly meeting to 
be able to be included on the agenda for that meeting.  The monthly meeting is 
the third Thursday of the month.  

 
Greg moved to adopt these rules, and Melissa seconded.  Passed unanimously. 

 



11. Library Programming Update.  Joanne mentioned that on April 21 at 7:00 pm via Zoom, 
Andrew Norwiki would be presenting Exploring Backyard Wildlife.  She noted that the 
June 9th program has been changed to Grand River Avenue: Michigan’s Route 66. 
 

12. Recreation Department Update.  60+ Newletter will be delivered at the end of April 
thanks to sponsor Dr. Steve Shanbom (it normally wouldn’t go out until September).  
Reassurance and birthday calls are going well.  Huntington Woods will be working with 
Rite Aid in Berkley for a special COVID vaccine clinic for individuals 16+ coming up 
beginning on April 28th.  The loan closet at City Hall is getting increasingly used. 
 

13. Public Participation.  Claire Galed expressed concerns that signing up online for 
recreation events can be difficult, and she asked the Committee to continue to look at 
policy issues beyond events (e.g., SOCRRA appointments).  Jen Furlong mentioned that 
she can help seniors get SOCRAA appointments.  
 

14. Next meeting:  May 20, 2021. 
 

15. Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 


